Regulatory and Policy Implications
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) delegates regulatory authority over animal waste laws to the states, with federal agencies functioning mainly in a support capacity. North Carolina state officials, when queried on whether regulatory changes would emerge from North Carolina's flood experiences, were reluctant to provide any definitive answers; most responded that their current focus is on emergency response. According to Botts, any long-term regulatory changes would almost certainly fall primarily on the state's $1.9-billion swine industry. "Dairy and beef farms don't present the same kinds of problems with wastes and odors," he says. "The same goes for poultry. It's the odors and the big, open lagoons you get with swine operations that are driving most of the public concern.
With 10 million animals statewide, North Carolina is the second-largest hog producer in the nation, after Iowa. Ninety percent of the state's 2,400 hog farms are located east of Interstate 95, in the region of the state that sustained the most flood-related damage. According to Botts, 82% of North Carolina's hog farms are run by megaproducers that often house thousands of animals each. Already the subject of passionate controversy because of their size, odor, and waste management practices, these massive farms are now under fire by those who claim their location in low-lying areas makes them vulnerable to flooding. "We predicted that this would happen," says Donald Webb, president of the Alliance for a Responsible Swine Industry, a public-interest group based in Burgaw, North Carolina. "We said that they were putting these facilities in the wrong areas. They shouldn't build back there, knowing what's already happened and that it could happen again."
State officials acknowledge the need for long-term strategies to reduce hog farming's environmental impacts and point out that efforts in this regard were a priority even before the storms. In some ways, the flood has accelerated these efforts, they say. 
